
l l
t l

lr

'ffi

Monaco based entrepreneur
Freda Katritzky is bringing
fairytale dreams to life. ln her
new book The World of
Private Castles, Palaces and
Estates she features 20 of the
world's most f ascinating
privately owned properties
ranging from Scotland and
Normandy across the world to
China and lndia. Not only does
the book make a uniquely
fascinating read, with colourtul
stories often related by their
aristocratic owners, but also
Freda's enterprise enables
anyone to rent their fabulous
propefties for weekends,
holidays, conferences and
movie locations.
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Nor thumber tand,  fo r  e rarnp  e .  To  many
peopLe,  the  r  f l r s t  s  gh t  o {  th  s  g  o r ious
medleva cast e can seem foreb,oding and
certalnly ts h story acks nothlng n
ntrigue, said its owner, the Duke of
Nor thumber  and.  Mov ie  makers  agr ,oe
a r  o  _ a v e  u s e o  I - o

the l irst two Harry Potter f i lms as we as
for Becket, Ellzabeth and the UK TV cu t
comedy B ackadder

Fans o f  The Da V inc i  Code can d ig
further into its mysterles for the|..rse ves
at  another  o f  the  fea tLr red  p  es :  the
Chateau de  V i  e t te  cose to  Par ls ,  one o f
two chateaLrx  owned by  Ch inese
Amer  can en t repreneur  O va  Hsu
Decker .  t  w i l  be  seen as  the  home o f  S l r
Le igh  Teab ng  the  charac ter  p  ayed by
lan  McKe en,  oppos i te  Tom Hanks  ln  th - .
fo r thcom ng mov e  o f  the  book  (cour t
cases peran tt ng).

ln  the  s ty  e  o f  the  Grand S lec  e ,  bu t
t h o . " ' d  o t r  o  a  o .  t e ^ o r  o n
Be l j lng ,  s tands  an  ex t raord lnary  rep  rca  n
17th Century French sty e of a Franco s
Mansar t  Ch6teau . .  Bu i t  by  another
ead ng  Ch inese en t repreneur ,  the  bu i ld - - r

tycoon,  Zhang Yuchen am a  bu  der
deve loper  w i th  a  pass ion  {o r  French
.  l r '  r a : n , - . 1  + a r : r  r o  '  7 h r - ^  - , ^  .

'That 
s very modest, 

'  
commented Freda.

1 l  " t g  ' u  \ ^ '  c  o r -  o ' L h e  ̂  o .  i r  p  r  ̂ g

owners. l t  took him over four years to b,u d
h  l - a - ^a  r  r ' he  ^  age  o t  o  e  o t  F -a  _o i

'  Laff rLeP  e ! E :  L  r E  r v r d  > u  -

.  h - . 1 6 : ,  , . i . ^  ^  d ,  ,  L  - . 1 , - . 1  A - 4 , ,  -

craftsmen. t operates as a uxury hote and
in 2007 we wi be ho ding the Cast es o{
the Wor d Exhib t on there

Among the other styl sh persona it ies that
t f ,e  e rLero . : .9  r . ^da  l -a< .  rc .6ad: rg  i -
colecring into her pLrb ication and onto her
books is a g ltter ng lst o{ aristocracy and
h gh achievers. Among them are Prlncess
Gloria of Thum and Taxis, The Maharajah of
Jodphur, the Duke o{ Argy , George
t r - e d e r  ( L  D  r c e o [ P u  r a , ^ _ 1 - 1 - ' " 1
ta e Hohenzol ern Cast e), the Ear of
Carnarvon, The Duke of Brissac, the
Mdro- 5 o'BdLf, ,^rr l  r  "9r r i  -  '

and i ts Safari  Park and not ea.t - ' . � '  . .
ne ghbour HSH Prince A berr ' , :  .  - , ' . . , .)

To  make  a  success  o f  he ' :  . .  - : . :  : ' eda

h a d  n o t  o n l y  t o  a a a t a - ' =  : ' a : l e s t
. . 1 r 6 - i d  " -  L  .  . . .  r h e

owneTs to c!  aaaa' . -a -  a acrnmerc a

a be t  o.rc a : :  ' : : - - :  ,antuTe. 
'  

t  wasn' t

,a d F.-da.
f  "  = . .=  :2 . . : : ' s 'a  has  to  be  a  commeTc a

. ) 1 . d f I r " t  )

:-a -_: -: : l .ance costs are so hi l l f  S:-_a

To moke 0 success of her business, Fredo had not only to locote the world's best
roperties, she then hod to convince the owners to colloborole in o commer(iol -
lbeit publk-spiriled venlure. "These doys there hos lo be q commerciol cspect to
ronuging 0 poloce 0r coslle os the mointenon(e (orlr ore so high..."

Ainwick Castle, England



ofthem have over 500 rooms so they
absolute y depend on visitors. The owners
were a lvery interested ln the concept and
paaricular y l iked the fact that the text in the
publicatlon came from them. t is diff icult
for someone simply visit ing to write about a
castle after having vlslted it for a few hours;
the owners can do this with so rnuch more
knowledge and passlon - and some, l ike
the N,4arquess of Bath, are themselves
extr-omely accomp ished writers. "

Freda was inspired to start her business
frorn her habit of stopplng at castles and
stately homes on the way to or from
business meetlngs. Alter many years as a
management consultant supporting other
people to build up their business, she
declded to try her hand at establishing an
enterprlse for herself ln an area that
encompasses her passlons tor travel wlth
history and architecture. 'Seeing so many
prlvate y owned castles each offering a
different type of "living history" to its vrsftors
helped trans{orm a pastime into a ne!
business enterprise,' she said.

Freda founded ChSteaux Priv6s ln 2004 in
Voraco, where sho s I ued sircp 2001.
'Wlth cast es offering everything from
gourrnet cuisine to butterfly sanctuaries

'With costles offering
everything from gourmet
cuisine to butterfly
soncluoriet ftere is so
much to enioy, while ot the
some lime it is pleosing for
ur oll to help support our
herilage in such o
pleosuroble wcy."
there is so much to enjoy, while at the same
- me it s p easrrg {or ,s a'l ro he o support
our heritage in such a pleasurable way.

Her business ls different from most orners
in the {ield because of its authentically
internatlonal nature. Most castles-to-rent
enterprises cover just one country. And
ur  q re ly  as  the  name Chareau '  Pr 'ves
imp ies, it focuses on y on privately
owned cast es. Most importantly, the
rental income the owners derive goes
towa d wo'l to cors^rve the properties
for future generations.

W.rn Voh,-e One of lhe World o[ Private
Castles, Palaces and Estates now produced,
Freda is busily meeting wholesalers,
o sl rbJlors and retaiers to erpard Ls
distribution. She also deals with daiy
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"Even 0 shorl visit to o coslle (0n seem like q wonderful
holidoy," she enthused. "h's fhe ideol woy lo gel owoy
from t'liings, to relox ond immerse yourtelf in on entirely
different world".

enqJ r es ! a heT,, ' ,eos te irorr rd v orta s

a  o  o ^  p o r  '  o o  o r o  o  e l o " o  o

for evenis and then sccLlr ng the ! ' /or cl

ooking for their idea venLles. n some

aua"r ru" .un a so he p ensure that you "r I

: lso have a very warm r^, 'elcome from the

ornrners ihemse ves, she addeC.

. o  -  o ' a  e  o  _  o b  '

r i e .  E v e n  h e r  h o  d a y s t e n d t o i n c u d e v s t s

to cast es to see how sL.l i tab e they are to be

e ther ln the next ed t on of the [:ook or to

\ , . / ay  t o  \ , 5  t  I ne ' n  s r : r a ; r . a  : , , aaa= ' - . '

the most amuslnq r iay have so fa'  v s ted a

pa ace, though qu te dauntlng at t  rst,

part lcu ar y as dusk aPProachedl

As l{  Freda s t  metabLe sn t overf owing

w th scint i  lat lng act vl t les, she has recently

aunched yet another endeavour'  
'Cast es

rr 'h ch are open to the Pub ic and have

car ng and vis onary owners equate 10 lv ng

h story {or a to enloy, and thls s someth ng

we are nteresied in support lng", she said

be rented or v s teC. Even a shot v s t  to a

aasi e aan seerN ike a ' ,vonderfu holday'

she  en thused .  L t  s  t he  l dea  way toge t

a\ray froai th ngs, to re ar and mmeTse

yourse f n an entrre y dif ferent t \rorld"

Anyway, deve oping my bus n- 'ss Ls a v'rays

qreat {L,n ano end essly fasclnatlng' she

cont nreC. A the o\nrners have their orntn

vls on Jor thelr casl e and this ls the mcst

nteresting aspect of al .  t  rreans that no

t,, .rc cast es offer the same attract ons or

v : i t l r g  cppo tun  t l es .  Fo r  ns tance ,  t he

!  q  o  B " -  " . . -  "  .  o

a sc a h ghly ta ented and or g nal artrst and
'  ' o - ,  

a  o 6  o  o .  o  o  I  A

sa{ar par<, ' ,^rhl e the Ccuniess ot Vendeuvre

has a iabu ous cc ect on ol mlniatu'- '

furn ture lr  her Ch6teau n Normandy. n

nd a, the Vlahara".ra of Ja sa mer has a

pa ace ror each day of the week and a good

"So we are bui d ng a sPec a serv ce {or

peop e who are nterested n buylng a cast e

fo r  t hemse  ves " .

"Th s s l iv ing h story about the vrs onary

ow'ners current y preserv ng our world
-  g - ,  o  - e  4 o o -  r  -  o o o - - o

As wel as my book enab ing the owners

thernse ves to portray their hornes and

glv ng the reader a personal and inside vlew

t also serves as a gulde to an arch tectLlral

o  -  
, o  , .  o  o  . 1  o o d o  d r o

each with a fasclnatlng history and ts ourn

.nagnet c attract ons.

The Wor d of Prlvate Cast es, Palaces and

Estates 20 propert es in 128 Pages s

pub  i shed  annua l y  i n  Eng  i sh ,  F rench  anc t

German  and  cos t s  $25 .  t  can  be  o rde re r l

a t  ead  ng  bookshoPs ,  o r  a t

ww\ t / . cha teauxpT tveS .com.
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